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• ..' HANDICAPPED WORKERS RETURNING TO "SHELTERED WORKSHOPS" 

D e s p i t e more g e n e r a l a c c e p t a n c e of t h e i r a b i l i t i e s , no rma l j o b o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r h a n d i c a p p e d w o r k e r s t o d a y a r e d e c r e a s i n g from t h e peak r e a c h e d d u r i n g t he w a r ­

t ime and r e c o n v e r s i o n p e r i o d s . As a r e s u l t , i n t e n s i f i e d F e d e r a l wage and hour e n ­

forcem.ent a c t i v i t i e s a r e n e c e s s a r y to p r o t e c t t h e i n t e r e s t s of b o t h l a b o r and man­

agement a s h a n d i c a p p e d w o r k e r s r e t u r n to j o b s i n c i i a r i t a ' b l e , n o n - p r o f i t " s h e l t e r e d 

w o r k s h o p s . " '.- ' . . . 

This was r e p o r t e d t o d a y to Wa. R. McComb, A d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e Wage and flour 
and P u b l i c C o n t r a c t s D i v i s i o n s , U, S , Departmient of L a b o r , b y t h e D i v i s i o n s ' Ad­
v i s o r y Committee on S h e l t e r e d Workshops , fo l loxving a vreek-end m e e t i n g i n W a s h i n g ­
t o n . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f l a b o r , managenen t and the G-o-vernment, t h e Comm.ittee was 
formed i n 1939 to a d v i s e t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r w i t h r e s p e c t t o a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e 
s p e c i a l e x e m p t i o n s t h e Yia^e and BJur Lavr p r o v i d e s f o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s o p e r a t i n g 
workshops f o r t h e t r a i n i n g o f h a n d i c a p p e d p e r s o n s . Under t h e Wage and Hour Law, 
h a n d i c a p p e d p e r s o n s who vrork i n s u c h workshops n u s t be p a i d t h s mininum vrage r e ­
q u i r e d by t h e l a w , u n l e s s t h e -workshop f i r s t s e c u r e s t he A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s p e r ­
m i s s i o n t o pay a l o w e r w a g e , 

"Un le s s t h e D i v i s i o n s i n c r e a s e t h e i r na t ionvr ide v i g i l a n c e o f wage and hour 
c o n t r o l s , e s t a b l i s h e d f o r p r o t e c t i o n o f b o t h w o r k e r s and e m p l o y e r s , t h e cause of 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n so m a t e r i a l l y advanced under t h e Wage and Hour Law may be i n j u r e d , " 
t he Committee c h a i r m a n . C o l o n e l John N. S m i t h , J r . , D i r e o t o r o f t he I n s t i t u t e f o r 
t h e C r i p p l e d and Disa 'b led o f Nev; York , d e c l a r e d . A n o t h e r m'am.ber, P e t e r , J , Salmon, 
S e c r e t a r y , The I n d u s t r i a l Hone f o r t h e B l i n d , B r o o k l y n , ]?ew York and F e d e r a l Gov­
e r n m e n t c o n s u l t a n t on t h e ca r e o f c i v i l i a n and v e t e r a n b l i n d , r e f e r r e d t o t he 
" c o n s i d e r a b l e body o f i n f o r m a t i o n and e x p e r i e n c e " vrhich t h e Coramittee and the 
D i v i s i o n s ha-ro d e v e l o p e d and "which has r e s u l t e d i n i n c r e a s e d wages and s a l a r i e s 
f o r t h e p e r s o n n e l o f c r i a r i t a b l e , n o n - p r o f i t a g e n c i e s , " .' • ' ' , ; ,'' , 

A c c o r d i n g t o C o l o n e l S m i t h , tho u l t i m a t e goa l of v ro rkshops—the p l a c e m e n t i n 
p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y employment o f t r a i n e d h a n d i c a p p e d w o r k e r s - — w a s a t t a i n e d a t a 
" h i g h l y s a t i s f a c t o r y r a t e " d u r i n g t h e w a r - t i m e and r e c o n v e r s i o n p e r i o d s . However, 
ho s a i d , e x p a n s i o n of t he l a b o r m a r k e t novr means t h a t some bj indicapped v r o r k e r s , 
c h i e f l y t h e p a r t l y - t r a i n e d , mus t r e t u r n to s h e l t e r e d vrorkshops to comple te t h e i r 
t r a i n i n g i f t h e y hope t o e a r n t h e i r own l i v i n g i n p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y . Many h a n d i ­
capped v e t e r a n s a l s o a r e b e i u g t r a i n e d i n s h e l t e r e d w o r k s h o p s , 

"Our t a s k novr," he t o l d Mr, McComb, " i s t o see t h a t t he i n c r e a s e d p r e s s u r e 
on s h e l t e r e d workshops does n o t mean a w e a k e n i n g of the s t a n d a r d s u n d e r v/hich we 
ha've b e e n o p e r a t i n g , ^ ' ' .-.:,!::: •" '---' i :"--''•:'"y-''f- , r . ' *'. •''i. •,'' •- ' 
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